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THE SHORTAGE OF VITAL MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT AND MEDICINES :

WHAT IS THE EUROPEAN UNION DOING?

by Nathalie De Grove-Valdeyron p. 334

The lack of binding legal instruments available to the Union has shown the limits of
the effectiveness of its action in the face of the shortage of vital medical equipment
and medicines. This article describes the various measures passed in the context of
the Covid-19 crisis and the adaptability shown by the Union, in the framework of
the support competence assigned to it by the Treaty, in order to try to delay and limit
the shortage. One solution is imperative: strengthening the Union’s competence with
regard to common health security issues in order to ensure the availability of medi-
cines and medical devices.

SOME THOUGHTS ON CORONA BONDS
AND THEIR LEGAL ISSUES

by Max Ruthardt p. 341

In the context of the financial aid measures discussed by the Member States of the Eu-
ropean Union on the occasion of the health crisis linked to Covid-19, the idea of a tem-
porary pooling of debt at the level of the Union has returned to the political arena. On
closer inspection, however, the issue of corona bonds is not limited to its politically sen-
sitive aspect but reveals a very particular acuity from a legal point of view. This is de-
monstrated not only by the challenges arising from Union law, but also and above all
by the obstacles raised by the German Constitutional Court, whose case law is of cru-
cial interest when it comes to fully grasping the outlines and the scope of the problem.
Indeed, though the implementation of corona bonds does not seem legally impossible,
Union law as well as German constitutional law provide in any case for a certain num-
ber of criteria which condition it quite strictly.

THE EUROPEAN STABILITY MECHANISM
AND ITS REFORM

by Adriano Evangelisti p. 349

The article reviews the governance of the European Stability Mechanism (ESM) and
the reform put forward by the Eurogroup of the Intergovernmental Treaty establi-
shing the ESM. Analysis of the structure and functioning of the ESM highlights the
difficult coexistence with European Union (EU) law that has not been improved by
the reform proposal. Indeed, the reform does not provide solutions to the problems
posed by the 2012 Treaty and constitutes an extension of its initial logic which is
mainly limited to translating into law economic and financial rules in order to pre-
serve the stability of the monetary Economic Union. Cohabitation issues with the
EU’s Treaties and institutions remain a marginal concern given the special position
of the ESM within the EU.

ENVIRONMENTAL DEMOCRACY IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

by Laura Corté p. 364

This article analyses the role of citizens, taken individually and collectively, in the
elaboration and evolution of European environmental law. What place is given to
citizens ? Many prerogatives are granted to them by legal rules. However, the effec-
tive implementation of these rules sometimes turns out to be difficult.

EUROPEAN MEETINGS

by Simon Blin p. 373

In this extra (-) ordinary period, this note wants to bring an ounce of optimism. As
early as 1976, in his memoirs, Jean Monnet warned us that obstacles would not fail
to multiply as we approached our goal, namely the creation of the United States of
Europe. The VGE Prize offers European question postgraduate students to help over-
come these obstacles by their force of proposal. The first event sought to identify pro-
jects for Europe that could benefit from popular support ? I am honored to have come
in second for my suggestion to create the European Meetings. In these few lines, you
will find out what it is, and why they are decisive.

EUROPE, A MODEL OF CIVILIZATION TO BE PRESERVED AT ALL
COSTS FOR THE NEXT GENERATION

by Viviane De Beaufort p. 378

Brexit presents itself badly. Beyond its multiple consequences, which are still poorly
identified, it is also symbolically that the European project is injured with the depar-
ture of the UK since now « what is done can be undone ». Today, a pandemic is hitting
the European zone with full force, reaching to the heart of the values and the model
of civilization that EU carries. These events question EU’s future : solidarity and de-
mocracy or each State for himself and rise of authoritarianism ?

ADMINISTRATION AND EUROPEAN PUBLIC
SERVICE CHRONICLES 

by Fabrice Andreone p. 382

The first part of the text presents a number of decisions and reports that affect the
European administration and public service. Noteworthy are the Court of Auditors’
assessment of the impact of the revision of the Staff Regulations adopted by the EU
legislator in 2013 and the report on purchasing power parity between Brussels and
Luxembourg, the main seats of the Union’s institutions. The second part of the co-
lumn is devoted to the Union’s courts case law in the field of the European civil ser-
vice and administration. Finally, the text lists conferences and seminars as well as
booksof interest relating to the subject of the column.
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